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On ¥ay 24th at approxicately 2:30 A.M. we experienced R IO
- & fire on.our #16 still. The fire was caused by & NN LRt

failure of our top plate gasket on the blow line valve IR
at the top of the still. Just as the stills were being .. . .
erptied, the valve gasket falled allowing sone pitch to : °
be discharged unto the still. The atill firezan reports
that the pitch did rot irrediately ignite but that he
noticed s-olderirg occurrirs in the insulation. After
approximately an hour from the time the gasket falled,
the still operator renmoved a small amount of the insul-.
ation from the still to check the source of the smol-
dering. Upon removal of a portion of the insulation in
the front of the still, a flame broke out which he ex-
tinguished with a ponder unit. A short time later the . @ . - -
flare broke out again and this time the still operator
used water to extinguish the flame and cool the insula-

_ tion to prevent further fire. - '

From hle exanination, Mr. Justin, believes that :
may have ocourred to the valve gasket as the result of
our recent fire on F16 still. NMr. Justin has reoorm-
mended and will follow through that any valves that oay
be affeoted by any future fire be disasserdled and

irspected with the gasket being replaced before resuming
operation after a fire. . :

The darage to the still amounts to replacerent of in-
sulation on the front of the still and alse wiring to
the still. ¥e estiumate approxitately ;800.00 to $1000.00
darage and are assigning W. 0. 236-B for it's repair.
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